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Helson first produced a stage play
while a sophomore at Louisville iate, audi-

tioned for a role in the Broadway production of -

“Rent” before graduating from high school, and
now; at age 20, is the youngest producer ever of a
Tony Award-nominated play.

“How it all came about,” Helson said in a tele-

phone interview, “I had interned at Bernard Tel-

&
friends writing a musical, and she also produced a*
benefit performance of “The Rocky Horror,
Show” on Broadway while a freshman at NYU. T
Proceeds from that show went to Susan G. Ko-,
menforthe&me,forwh:chshea]sopmducedan
second fundraiser, “The Pink Campa:gn onq
Broadway,” in April.
HelsonhasrmsednnrethanﬂﬂOOOOforthen
breast cancer foundation, beginning with several
“Rocky Horror Show” performances she pro+!
duoedandstm'redmwhﬂeasophomoreaﬂmn&
ville Collegiate School.

 seyCasting ——-he’sht@mNewYorkandwascast—

She raised money, secumdproducnonngtns,

ing director for [title of show]’ ass‘»embledf g amemedthat castatgalp ,
where I became an associate pro- essional crew mounted suc-
ducer. Opening night, Bernie was c&ssftﬂ,sold-mztshowsmm:md:
sitting next to me and said, ‘Rachel, THERE'S MORE 2005 at the Kentucky Center’s.
you have to come see “reasons to P> Rachel Helson wil ﬁ&s&tBombardTheater,andsbq,,
bepretty” » which was off- take part in the was 15. q
Broadita P abisc Blessings in a Back- ﬂlthcugh' Lotikville nativ
lutely fell iy 10?5 with it.but ; pack national confe- ongmallyhadglygedanacungcareem
“Next time I saw Bernie, I pulled rence in Louisville — she'd planned to graduate froms
him aside and said, ‘Can I get in on Friday, June 12, along Collegiate a year early to turn projl
this? What do T have to do? g‘;’;’%‘uﬁsﬁr’“ﬁ; and at NYU she earned abachelorss.
Nell LaBute, mﬁ?ﬁ beprett?; nSptiop S § iabe pllg?aonholed. 3
was nominated for, but didn't win, § Program, a Louisville- basmademeabet—w
the Tony for Best Play, and despite based nonprofit teraaor,andawnghasmadema*
itive reviews, had struggled to Er?a_nizattiofr;;dhat Is better producer,” she said. “T think "
1 elping to el i
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Tisch School of the Arts, Her first |  WWWblessingsina- ¥ poorier Larry Muhammad can be,,
: s backpack.com or call &
was the aforementioned “[title of reached at (502) 582-7091. a

show]” last summer, about two

(800) 872-4366.
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